
Short report from Sumatra, Indonesia 

What’s happening in Sumatra when the market is so volatile? Most of dedicated processing mills 
in Sumatra are still in production of our great Sumatra beans.  Last year, Coffee production in Indonesia 
is about 600,000 -700,000 tons per annually. It is a declined number compared with last year number of 
production. That is due to bad weather at the biggest coffee production areas. However, at the current 
time, farmers, co-ops and mills are in higher gears to catch up in the production. As stated by 
Agriculture Minister and Head of Coffee Association of Indonesia, Indonesian will get back in the coffee 
production from year 2011 and so on. They are also working to expand the total areas of coffee 
plantations in Indonesia. They are estimating the Indonesian production to reach 900,000 – 1,200,000 
tons per annually. 

The quality side is going in different direction than the production side. Sumatra beans are 
increased in the cupping quality. Thanks to the last harvest season. Our farmers, mills, co-ops and local 
agencies are also reviewing back their standards and procedures, starting from the plantation, 
processing, warehousing to shipping. They are making sure that the coffee meet and exceed our 
customer expectations.  Especially with the current situation in addition to some fraud cases going on, 
we re-informed our co-ops, especially ones carry Fair Trade and Organic licenses to maintain and to 
keep in track with the continuous improvement on their quality. In responds, they re-invited Fair Trade 
inspectors to visit the facilities and plantations. We really want to keep our long reputation in the good 
terms.  

 Enclosed are some pictures taken at mills. The first picture showed the beans from the 
plantations. Then the beans went thru the screening machine as shown picture second. The beans had 
to go thru several steps after that. There will be more reports about coffee and Sumatra when the 
harvest season is closer (October-December.)  And now, we need to get back to work to keep our words 
in production and quality. Happy brewing…cheers 

Medan, June 15, 2011 
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